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NOMINATION OF SAMUEL MILLER BROWNELL TO BE 
COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 


MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 1954 


Untrep States SENATE, 
ComMMITTEE ON Lanor AND Pusiic WELFARE, 
Washington, D.C. 

The committee met at 10:20 a. m., pursuant to notice, in room F-65 
of the Capitol, Senator H. Alexander Smith (chairman of the com- 
mittee) presiding. 

Present: Senators Smith (presiding), Purtell, Goldwater, Upton, 
Murray, Hill, Neely, Douglas, Lehman, and Kennedy. 

The Cuamman. We have for consideration this morning the nomi- 
nation of Samuel Miller Brownell, of Connecticut, to be Commissioner 
of Education, to which office he was appointed during the last recess 
of the Senate. 

We have before us a short biographical sketch of Mr. Brownell, for 
the information of the members of the committee. 

(The biographical data is as follows :) 


Birth: April 3, 1900, Peru, Nebr. 

Parents: May Miller and Herbert Brownell. 

Education: Lincoln (Nebr.) High School (1917); University of Nebraska 
(1917-21), A. B.; Yale University (1923-26); Yale University (1924), M. A.; 
Yale University (1926), Ph. D. 

Wife: Esther Delzell Brownell. 

Date of marriage: June 23, 1927. 

Children: Richard Miller Brownell, Dorothy Wilson Brownell, Jane Davis 
Brownell, Ruth Delzell Brownell. 

Professional experience: Science teacher and principal, Demonstration High 
School, State Teachers College, Peru, Nebr., 1921-23; 1926-27, assistant profes- 
sor of education, New York State College for Teachers, Albany, N. Y.; 1927-38, 
superintendent of schools, Grosse Pointe, Mich.; 1938-53 (leave of absence be- 
ginning in 1953), professor of Educational Administration, Graduate School, Yale 
University, New Haven, Conn.; 1947-53, President, New Haven State Teachers 
College, New Haven, Conn.; 1953—, United States Commissioner of Education, 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Washington, D. C. 

Summer school lectures in education: University of Wisconsin, 1927, 1939; 
Cornell University, 1930, 1941; University of Southern California, 1940, 1950, 
1952; Harvard University, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1934, 1985; University of Michigan, 
1942, 1944. 

School surveys : 

Staff member, Newport, R. I., 1939. 

Director or codirector, Wilton, Conn., 1940. 

Staff member, Hingham, Mass., 1940. 

Staff member, Braintree, Mass., 1940. 

Director or codirector, North Haven, Conn., 1941. 

Staff member, Glen Ridge, N. J., 1941. 

Staff member, Boston, Mass., 1944. 

Staff member, Lllinois Higher Hducation, 1945. 

Director or codirector, Bayonne, N. J., 1945, 

Staff member, Unquowa School, 1946. 





NOMINATION OF SAMUEL MILLER BROWNELL 





Staff member, Amherst, Mass., 1946. 

Staff member, Red Bank, N. J., 1946. 

Director or codirector, Rye, N. Y., 1946. 

Director or codirector, Lincoln, Nebr., 1946—47. 

Director or codirector, Kamehameha School, Hawaii, 1946. 

Director or codirector, Essex, Conn., 1948. 

Director or codirector, New London, Conn., 1949. 

Director or codirector, Brattleboro, Vt., 1949. 

Director or codirector, Putney, Vt., 1950. 

Director or codirector, Greenwich, Conn., 1951. 

Staff member, Buffalo, N. Y., 1951. 

Director or codirector, Stockbridge, Mass., 1952-53. 

Learned societies: Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Delta Kappa. 

Membership in professional organizations: American Educational Research 
Association, National Education Association (life member), National Society 
for Study of Education, American Association of School Administrators, Na- 
tional Association of College Teachers of Education, National Conference of 
Professors of Educational Administration, Connecticut Education Association, 
Connecticut Superintendent’s Association. 

Other professional associations: American Association of Colleges for Teacher 
Education, accrediting committee; American Council on Education (ex-officio 
member of executive committee) ; Commission on Licensure (ex-officio member) ; 
Vocational Rehabilitation and Education Advisory Committee to the Admin- 
istrator, Veterans Administration (ex-officio member) ; Board of Foreign Scholar- 
ships; Board of Visitors to the Air University, Maxwell Air Force Base. 

Club membership: High Lane Club (Hamden, Conn.); Faculty Club (Yale 
University), Mory’s (Yale University). 

Military service: SATC, 1918. 

Author: Contributed to various educational journals. 

Dr. Brownell was born in Peru, Nebr., in the year 1900. He received his high 
school training in the public high school, Lincoln, Nebr. He graduated from the 
University of Nebraska and received the master’s and doctor’s degrees from Yale 
University, both in the field of education. 

Dr. Brownell’s educational experience includes service as school principal, 
school superintendent, college professor, university lecturer, and college presi- 
dent. After he was graduated from the University of Nebraska with an A. B. 
degree in 1921, he became principal of the Demonstration High School at the 
State Teachers College in Peru, Nebraska. He then completed his graduate 
study at Yale University, earning his A. M. degree in 1924, and his Ph. D. in 
1926. During 1926-27 he was assistant professor of education at New York 
State College for Teachers, Albany, N. Y. From 1927 to 1938 he served as super- 
intendent of schools at Grosse Pointe, Mich., a position he left to go to Yale 
University. He has been professor of educational administration in the Graduate 
School of Yale University since 19388, and also was president of the New Haven 
(Conn.) State Teachers College from 1947 to 1953. 

Commissioner Brownell has lectured on education at many institutions of 
higher education, including the University of Wisconsin, Cornell University, 
Harvard University, University of Southern California, and the University of 
Michigan. He has directed or participated as a staff member in surveys of 
public schools in many cities and towns throughout the United States, including 
Newport, R. I.; Braintree, Mass.; Glen Ridge, N. J.; Boston, Mass.; Bayonne, 
N. J.; Red Bank, N. J.; Lineoln, Nebr.; New London, Conn.; and Buffalo, N. Y. 

Dr. Brownell holds a life membership in the National Education Association. 
In 1950-51 he was president of the Association for Higher Education. He has 
also served as chairman of the accrediting committee of the American Association 
of Colleges for Teachers’ Education. 

Other educational organizations in which he has held membership are the 
American Association of School Administrators, Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Delta 
Kappa, Connecticut Education Association, Connecticut Superintendents’ Asso- 
ciation, American Educational Research Association, the National Society of 
College Teachers of Education, and National Conference of Professors of Educa- 
tional Administration. His writings have apeared in leading educational 
journals. 


The Cuatrman. I will now ask Dr. Samuel Miller Brownell if he 
will come forward, and I will ask Senator Purtell, the junior Senator 


from Connecticut, and a member of our committee, to say a word 
regarding the appearance of Dr. Brownell before our committee. 
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STATEMENT OF HON. WILLIAM A. PURTELL, A UNITED STATES 
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT 


Senator Purretu. It is with a great deal of pride, Mr. Chairman, 
and my colleagues, that I recommend the confirmation of Dr. 
Brownell. Dr. Brownell’s background you have here before you 
and so I will not go into any great detail; but his background, I think, 
peculiarly fits him for the position to which he has been nominated, 
and the position in which I am sure we will confirm him before very 
long. 

He has had experience in the educational field at various levels. 
Dr. Brownell has not only operated as the head of one of our great 
colleges in Connecticut, but he has been superintendent of schools in 
Michigan. I might say he is a native of Nebraska, but you will notice 
quite a number of these good people gravitate toward Connecticut and 
ultimately make their home there. 

We in Connecticut are very proud of Dr. Brownell for the work 
he has done up there as superintendent of our Teachers College in 
New Haven. I am sure that you will agree, when you have heard 
from the doctor, that the appointment of Dr. Brownell is one of the 
outstanding ones of this administration. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you very much, Senator Purtell. 

Weare also pleased to have here present this morning Senator Bush, 
of Connecticut. Senator Bush wishes to make a statement regarding 
the nomination of Dr. Brownell, and we are very glad to have the 
Senator present with us this morning regarding this Connecticut 
appointment. 


STATEMENT OF HON. PRESCOTT BUSH, A UNITED STATES SENATOR 
FROM THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT 


Senator Busu. I thank you, Mr. Chairman, the members of the 
committee, and my colleague from Connecticut for this privilege. 
I just want to make a very brief statement on behalf of this nomination. 

Dr. Brownell is a resident of our State. While I have not had the 

rivilege of his acquaintance as I have that of Mrs. Leopold, I know 
fim by reputation. I know him and how he is thought of in his own 
neighborhood, which is a good place to find out about a man. I can 
assure you that he is a man of outstanding character, quality, and 
accomplishments; and I heartily endorse his nomination. 

The Cuairman. We thank you very much for your statement, Sen- 
ator Bush. 

Dr. Brownell, we will ask you in your own language to give us 
your qualifications, as you see them, for this assignment. 


STATEMENT OF DR. SAMUEL MILLER BROWNELL, NOMINATED TO 
BE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 


Dr. Brownetu. I was born, as I have indicated, in the State of 
Nebraska. I grew up in the State there and graduated through the 
public-school system, and also from the State university. After serv- 
ice as a science teacher and high-school principal at the State Teachers 
College at Peru, I did my graduate work at Yale University in the 
State of Connecticut. 
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In my teaching service I was at Albany, N. Y., at the State College 
for Teachers for 1 year, and then as superintendent of schools in the 
town of Grosse Pointe, Mich., for 11 years before coming to Yale, 
where I have been on the faculty since 1937. 

Beginning in 1947, I assumed the presidency of the New Haven 
State Teachers College, continuing part-time work at the University 
at Yale. During that period of service I have taught in a number 
of the universities throughout the country in summer sessions, and 
have participated in and directed school surveys; so I have kept my 
hand in close contact with the operating conditions in the school 
systems of the country. 

In addition to that work I have participated actively in professional 
organizations, and written saaatiede in the various fields which gave 
an opportunity to indicate my position on different matters. 

I think, in brief, that gives my background, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Would you care to make any observations on the 
general subject, but a big one, of Federal-State relationships to educa- 
tional problems. I would like to have just a high-spot picture of 
your thinking in that field. 

Dr. Brownewu. I have committed myself publicly on a number of 
occasions that education is a responsibility and function of the State 
and local communities, but that the Federal Government has a con- 
cern and an interest in the education of all of the people. Because of 
the mobility of the population and for other reasons, it is important 
that the Federal Government be concerned with educational prob- 
lems and promote the improvement of education. But it is my feel- 
ink that the main responsibility for support and operating of our 
schools belongs to the States. 

The Cuatrman. Do you think the Federal Government can meet 
those responsibilities, that you refer to there, without bringing the 
accusation that it may be interfering in the educational processes 
which, as you say, must originate in the States? 

Dr. Brownett. I think it can. I think whenever the Federal Gov- 
ernment participates in any relationship with the States in the field 
of education, it should always be extremely careful to see to it that 
the responsibility for the operation and control of schools is left with 
the States 

The CuammMan. Doctor, as in the case of Mr. Mitchell, you were 
appointed last summer, as I recall, after Congress had adjourned, 
and so you had to assume the active responsibility for the assignment. 
I assume between the time you were sppalated and now you have 
been working on the possible programs for Federal participation in 
our educational processes. Is that a correct statement ? 

Dr. Browneww. Yes, I assumed my responsibilities here the 16th of 
November. 

The Cuarrman. I have been advised that there are some education 
bills, prepared in conference with members of my staff and your staff, 
to represent what you believe to be the position of the President and 
yourself on our approach to this educational process. I have not re- 
ceived those bills as yet, but I understand I will get them today and 
get them introduced so that we will have a presentation of the Govern- 
ment’s position. 

Dr. Browne. That is right. 
The Cuatrman. Senator Murray? 
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Senator Murray. You do not feel that. the National Government 
would have any right to invade the field of education of the States. 
It would not be permitted to lay down any rules or regulation or at- 
tempt to control the system of education. 

Dr. Browne... As to whether they have the right to or not, it seems 
to me that is a question that would have to be decided by the courts 
and by Congress. As to the desirability, I think that it is desirable 
that the responsibility be left with the States and local communities 
to that education ever be kept close to the people. 

Senator Murray. You realize, however, do you not, that in times 
past the schools have been invaded by private industry in an effort to 
write their textbooks and control the course of education? Do you 
know that? 

Dr. Browngu. I have understood that that is the case; yes. 

Senator Murray. And you realize, too, that after the Civil War 
the South and the West were at a great disadvantage in building up 
their school systems because the great wealth of the country existed 
in the East, and these other sections were regarded more or less as 
colonies for exploitation by the big industrial enterprises of the East. 
That went on for some considerable time ; and naturally those sections 
have not been able to build up their school system as well as they have 
in the East. 

You are willing to see that in those States and those sections of the 
country some effort should be made to assist them. 

Dr. Browne.u. Yes. I make a great distinction between assisting 
and controlling. I think there is no reason why the Federal Govern- 
ment should not assist. And there are a variety of ways of assisting 
States besides going in and taking over schools. 

Senator Murray. Thank you. 

The Cuarrman. Senator Purtell. 

Senator Purrexy. I have no questions, 

The Cuatrman. Senator Hill. 

Senator Huu. Doctor, in continuing what Senator Murray said and 
Senator Smith brought out, we know in a great many of the different 
States we have programs for the equalization of educational oppor- 
tunities within the State itself. That is as between counties, or com- 
munities. We also know, as Senator Murray has suggested, there 
is a wide divergence of taxable ability or capacity to raise funds among 
the several States. Do you think the Federal Government ought to 
act to equalize educational opportunities among the States? 

Dr. Browne.u. I would like to answer that in two ways. In the 
first place I recognize the divergence of ability that exists between 
the States and within the States, any one of our States, and I think 
the total resources of the State need to be used if necessary. The same 
thing would hold true, as I see it, from the standpoint of the Federal 
Government, to assist in eliminating inadequacies. 

This is my second point: I do not like to assume that we will ever 
get to the point where we do not have inequalities in education, because 
it is through inequalities that we have made our progress. But I do 
recognize that importance of eliminating what we would all con- 
sider as inadequacies. 

My first approach would be to assume that we use the resources of 
the State. If on the basis of using the resources of the State we found 
that we still had inadequacies that could not be handled, then it would 
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seem to me, in the interest of the Nation, that we might have to use 
national resources other than were available within the State. 

Senator Hix. To give to every child, wherever that child might 
live, an opportunity for adequate education, is that right ? 

Dr. Browne.u. That is right. 

Senator Hixx. My distinguished friend from Montana suggested to 
me the thought of oil for education; have you thought about that 
at all? 

Dr. Brownetu. I have heard that there is such a thing. 

Senator Hixx. Of course, as familiar as you are with our historical 
land-grant policy of using our land resources for educational pur- 
poses, have you ever had any connection with any of the land-grant 
colleges? 

Dr. Browne.u. I graduated from a land-grant college. 

Senator Hii. You graduated from a land-grant college? 

Dr. Browne. Yes. 

Senator Hmx. You did not find the Federal Government was try- 
ing to interfere there at all, did you? 

Dr. Browne. The Federal Government insisted that I take mili- 
tary training. I recall that. 

Senator Hiri. You felt that was to your good and for the good of 
the Nation, did you not? 

Dr. Browne wu. Certainly. 

Senator Hixx. And in fact we have today in operation a selective 
service, do we not ? 

Dr. Browne. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hitz. Which not only insists but compels military training, 
not only for the beneficiaries of educational institutions, who have had 
some help from the Federal Government, but even from boys that 
have had no help from the Federal Government at all in the way 
of education, is not that right ? 

Dr. Brownewu. That is right. 

Senator Hix. You see nothing wrong, certainly, with the historic 
policy of land grants for educational purposes. 

Dr. Browne. No. 

Senator Hizx. It has been a mighty boon for the education and wel- 
fare and building of what we might term as the strength of our 
country. 

Dr. Brownetu. There is no question about it. 

The Cuarrman. Senator Goldwater. 

Senator Gotpwater. I have no questions. 

The CuatrmMan. Senator Neely. 

Senator Neery. I have no questions. 

The Cuarrman. Senator Lehman. 

Senator Lenman. Dr. Brownell, there is before Congress now, or 
will be, legislation which will provide for Federal aid in the build- 
ing of schoolhouses in order to some extent at least equalize the educa- 
tional opportunities for the people. The idea of course is to have 
the wealthiest States assist the States of lesser resources in order to 
bring up their level of education. Would you object to legislation of 
that kind ? 

Dr. Brownexi. In general, no. I would say this, that it has been 
my experience in dealing with legislation, it is very risky to say that 
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you would approve or disapprove of legislation until you see the actual 
piece of legislation. 

For example, there may be provided in a given act certain features 
that would make it either unworkable, or make it not carry out the 
purposes of the act. I would not now want to commit myself on any 
specific piece of legislation, but I see nothing wrong about that kind 
of legislation. 

I would say that I think there is this danger in such proposals, and 
I would hope that any proposal, and the way in which it was worked 
out, would guard against it. This matter of school buildings for our 
country is a tremendous one. It runs into the billions of dollars to 
meet the need. Now, I would hate to see a piece of legislation by 
Congress which would make the communities and the States think 
that the Federal Government had taken over and they could sit back 
and ae exert the necessary effort to provide the school buildings that 
we need. 

In other words, no matter what Congress may do at this time, it 
would seem to me that the biggest share of the cost of school buildings 
inevitably must rest with our States. I would hate to see any Federal 
legislation that.would reduce the feeling of the people in the localities 
and the States that they have to exert full effort. Am I clear on my 
point there? 

Senator Leuman. I fully agree with that. In fact we have in New 
York, as you undoubtedly know, a formula by which the wealthier 
communities help the less fortunate communities, those with smaller 
resources, in carrying on adequate educational activities. That is 
based on a formula. 

Now, certainly, I should assume that any Federal legislation would 
be limited in scope. And I agree with you that the great emphasis 
should be laid on the participation of the States themselves. But do 
I understand that you have no objection to the principle of working 
out a formula by which the States of lesser resources could be aided 
in carrying on their educational process in the building of schoolhouses 
or otherwise ¢ 

Dr. Brownett. No. As I indicated earlier, if it is shown that that 
is necessary, and Congress sees fit to do it, obviously that is the thing 
to do. 

Senator Hitz. You interest me when you say, “If it is shown that it 
is necessary.” I am sure that you are familiar with the situation in 
the country today, and the terrible congestion and the crowded condi- 
tions in our schools. How many of them are bursting at the seams, 
is not that true? 

Dr. Brownett. That is right. 

Senator Hiri. You are familiar with the 2 reports made by the 2 
commissions appointed by President Eisenhower when he was presi- 
dent of Columbia University. 

Dr. Brownety. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hix. Do you recall how they brought out the fact of the 
situation here today’ The situation is even worse now than it was 
when they made their reports because there were about 1,300,000 
additional students, I believe, went to our school systems in Septem- 
ber. This increase each year will continue, I believe, for the next 5 
or 6 years; is not that true? 

Dr. Browne ut. At least. 
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Senator Hm. Causing more and more crowded and congested and 
almost in many places impossible situations; is not that true 4 

Dr. BrowneLy. Yes. It is because of that situation that I am so 
anxious that we get the problem to the people in all of the States, so 
that they will put their shoulder to this wheel, and not assume that 
you people here in Congress will just carry their burden for them. 
It is not that I am in anyway indicating that help may not be needed 
here, but I am afraid that some people will say, “Well, we will let 
Congress do the job for us.” 

Senator Hirt. May I say I share with you your views. The pri- 
mary responsibility for carrying this burden is with the States. The 
States must carry their full and fair share of the burden. 

Have you thought about the fact, though, in thinking of this mat- 
ter of some Federal aid, how much a little Federal aid does to stimu- 
late and encourage and challenge the States to do their part? I have 
seen that time and again here in so many Federal aid programs, 
whether it were roads, or hospitals, or even in the field of vocational 
education. 

As you know, the appropriations for vocational education are really 
very small. Last year, as I recall, or for this fiscal year, we appro- 
priated only some $19 million. That was for all of the 48 States, 
Puerto Rico, Hawaii, and Alaska. Well, of course, that is a very 
small sum of money; yet that little $19 million has served through the 
years, if I may use a somewhat colloquial expression, to prime the 
pump, to get the States to do much of what they have done; is that 
correct ? 

Dr. Browne.u. Yes, I think that that is true. 

The Cuarman. I might say, Dr. Brownell, that I hope the oppor- 
tunity will present itself, and probably will in our hearings on this 
bill, for the committee to get the benefit of those studies which you 
have so well charted and which you have shown me, of this situation 
with regard to the schools that are not up to date for the care of our 
children. 

I agree with Senator Hill that that is a very important area, and I 
think that you have made those studies very clear with those graphs 
and charts you have shown me. I hope the committee will have the 
whole benefit of that when we study our bill. 

Dr. Brownett. I hope they will, too. 

Senator Hux. If I may interpose another word, I think it might 
be said for this committee that this committee has been conscious of 
the situation and alert to the situation. And we not only reported 
out several bills for Federal help but two of those bills have passed 
the United States Senate by overwhelming votes. As I remember 
the votes ran about 59 for to about 18 or 19 ‘against. 

The Cuarrman. I might add due largely to the eloquence of the 
Senator from Alabama who has made quite a study of this subject. 

Senator Hiix. I appreciate that, Mr. Chairman, and I appreciate 
it very deeply. But the Chair will remember that we had a very 
distinguished chairman of this committee, Senator Thomas, who 
through the years labored for Federal aid. We cannot forget in this 
connection either that great Senator from Ohio, our friend, former 
chairman of this committee, Senator Bob Taft. 

The Cuarrman. I am very glad the Senator mentioned that, because 
Bob Taft did do a wonderful job in this whole area of Federal aid 
to education, as well as Senator Thomas. 
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Senator Douglas, do you have any questions ? 

Senator Doveras. Ido not know whether it is appropriate to ask 
Dr. Brownell questions about legislation which may come up in the 
future, and I hope you will feel free not to answer them if you 
choose. 

The National Education Association is apprehensive, as you prob- 
ably know, about moves which they believe are under way to dis- 
continue existing systems of Federal aid for education. They pub- 
lished some bulletins on the subject, pointing out moves working to 
this end. While I have no desire to ask you to commit yourself 
prematurely, I wonder if you have anything to submit voluntarily, 
on your own judgment. 

Dr. Browneuu. The types of Federal aid that are given at the 
present time consist aie of three types. There are the grants to 
the land-grant colleges, the grants to vocational education, and the 
School Assistance Act for buildings, operation, and maintenance 
which was continued and extended in the first session of this C ongress. 

Senator Doveras. I would say “continued” but I would not say 
“extended.” It was extended in time but not in amount. 

Dr. Browneu. To 1956 in one case, I think. 

So far as I know, there is no intention of introducing legislation 
that would eliminate those forms of Federal aid. 

Senator Doveras. Thank you. 

The Cuatrman. Senator Kennedy. 

Senator Kennepy. I have no questions. 

The Cuarrman. Are there any further questions? Senator Murray 
would like to ask a question. 

Senator Murray. Doctor, there has been concern in this country 
that there are not sufficient medical doctors, and there is a shortage 
of doctors in the country. Are you in favor of Federal aid for 
medical education? The matter has been before the Congress several 
times in recent years. 

Dr. Browne.u. I think my answer would be that if that is shown 
to be the best way to provide the doctors and Congress should feel that 
was the thing to do, I certainly would say that is the thing to do. I 
always hate to pick out one particular group, when I know our needs 
are so great in many fields, to say, categorically, that we ought to sub- 
sidize medical education. 

I can think of some other areas. But certainly if Congress thought 
that was the thing to do, I am sure that would be proper. 

Senator Murray. A bill providing Federal aid to medical educa- 
tion was passed by the Senate a few years ago, but it died in the 
House. It was opposed by the American Medical Association. But 
in many sections of the country, they have insuflicient doctors and 
insufficient hospital personnel, such as nurses. I think something 
should be done about it. 

The Cuamman. | might suggest, Senator Murray, in that connec- 
tion, that I think that the health bill will be here today, health legis- 
lation which the President recommends in his message. As I recall 
that question was in that bill rather than the educational bill. It is 
not immediately under Dr. Brownell’s jurisdiction. 

I want to apologize to Senator Upton. I did not see him come up. 
I wanted to ask Senator Upton if he had any questions to ask Dr. 
Brownell. 
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Senator Upron. I have no questions. 

The Cuatrman. I want to thank you very much for appearing be- 
fore us, Dr. Brownell. 

I understand we have a further witness to testify on this nomina- 
tion. Will you come forward and give your name, whom you repre- 
sent, and make what statement you wish. 


STATEMENT OF EDGAR FULLER, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHIEF STATE SCHOOL OFFICERS 


Mr. Fuuter. I will be very brief, Mr. Chairman. My name is Ed- 
gar Fuller. I am the executive secretary of the National Council of 
Chief State School Officers. The council is composed of the State 
States, Territories, and island dependencies. These are the officials 
who, more than any others, have official educational relationships with 
the United States Office of Education. They also have professional 
interrelationships with the United States Commissioner of Educa- 
tion and his staff. 

I am pleased to appear here to testify in favor of the confirmation of 
Samuel M. Brownell as United States Commissioner of Education. 

Dr. Brownell has long been a leader in his profession. His own 
preparation has been thorough and complete, his experience has been 
varied and fruitful as teacher, principal, superintendent of schools, 
college president, and educaor of teachers and school administrators 
in several of the great universities of the country. 

The new Commissioner whose nomination you are considering, Mr. 
Chairman, is one who has proved throughout his career his funda- 
mental belief in the American system of education. During the pe- 
riod since he became Commissioner, he has demonstrated his great 

ualities as a leader perhaps more than ever before. He not only says 
that education is a matter for State and local control but he also moves 
in practical ways to make it so in fact. 

t the same time, however, he has already made. plans which are 
increasing the leadership of the United States Office of Education in 
the educational areas where it ought to assert leadership. He has con- 
ferred widely on his plans in order to make certain they will encourage 
and strengthen State and local leadership in school administration. 
He is making every effort to assist and unify the efforts of the State 
and local educational authorities without in any sense controlling their 
policies. 

One of the first things Commissioner Brownell did upon coming to 
Washington was to confer with leaders in all branches of education 
who are acquainted with the situation here. 

He went further than that. After he had been in office only 2 weeks, 
he made a request to meet with the 9 State superintendents and com- 
missioners who constitute the board of directors of the council. He 
met with them in Chicago and bared his thinking about what he and 
the United States Office of Education ought to be doing. The State 
officials discussed the problems with equal candor and did their best to 
help this man who was obviously making every effort to do what would 
be best for education. 

He has moved forward with the support of these and many other 
educators and educational officials who will be most affected by his 
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office. He is an admirable person, an excellent educator and an effi- 
cient Federal official with whom it is a pleasure to work. 

Intelligent and diligent work to promote the cause of education 
characterizes Sam Brownell. Educators and lay supporters of the 
schools throughout the country laud this appointment, Mr. Chairman, 
as they lauded that of the late and lamented Lee M. Thurston. 

These have been two of the most widely acceptable appointments 
made by the new administration, and it is a privilege and pleasure to 
appear here to support the nomination of Samuel M. Brownell as 
United States Commissioner of Education. 

Thank you. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you. We will now go into executive session. 

(Whereupon, the committee adjourned at 10: 40 a. m.) 





